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REMARKS 

The Office Action indicates that claims 8-10 and 19 contain allowable subject 
matter. For purposes of expediting prosecution, the independent claims have been 
amended accordingly. Claim 1 is amended to include the limitations of claims 6 and 8, 
which are now cancelled; claim 12 is amended to include the limitations of claims 17 
and 19, which are now cancelled; and claim 23 is amended to include functional 
limitations similar to those of amended claim 1 . The amendments are made for the 
purpose of expediting prosecution and not for patentability, and the claim cancellations 
are made without prejudice. Applicant reserves the right to pursue subject matter of the 
original claims (prior to amendment) and subject matter of the canceled claims in 
subsequent prosecution. Claims 1-5, 7, 9-16, 18, and 20-24 are pending in the 
application. Reconsideration and allowance of the application are respectfully 
requested. 

The rejection of claims 1,2, 11-13 and 22-23 as being anticipated by "Mein" (US 
patent 6,782,542 to Mein et al.) under 35 USC §1 02(e) is respectfully traversed for the 
reasons set forth in the previously filed Amendment. However, the rejection is now 
moot and should be withdrawn in view of the amendments to the claims. 

The rejection of claims 3, 14 and 24 under 35 USC §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mein in view of "Smith-1" (U.S. Patent No. 6,973,659 to Smith et al.) 
is respectfully traversed for the reasons set forth in the previously filed Amendment. 
The rejection is moot, however, in view of the amended claims and should be 
withdrawn. 

The rejection of claims 4, 5, 15 and 16 under 35 USC §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mein in view of "Ringseth" (U.S. Patent No. 7,055,143 to Ringseth et 
al.) is respectfully traversed for the reasons set forth in the previously filed Amendment. 
The rejection should be withdrawn, however, in view of the amended claims. 

The rejection of claims 6, 7, 17, 18, 20 and 21 under 35 USC §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mein in view of "Smith-2" (U.S. Patent No. 7,017,162 to Smith et al.) 
is respectfully traversed for the reasons set forth in the previously filed Amendment. 
However, the rejection should be withdrawn in view of the amended claims. 
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Withdrawal of the rejections and reconsideration of the claims are respectfully 
requested in view of the remarks set forth above. No extension of time is believed to be 
necessary for consideration of this response. However, if an extension of time is 
required, please consider this a petition for a sufficient number of months for 
consideration of this response. If there are any additional fees in connection with this 
response, please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0996 (USYS.061PA). 



Respectfully submitted 



CRAWFORD MAUNU PLLC 
1270 Northland Drive, Suite 390 
Saint Paul, MN 55120 
(651) 686-6633 




Name: LeRoy D. Maunu 
Reg. No.: 35,274 
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